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As president of Mexico | am very proud and satisfied that a
group of citizens —with local, state and federal authonities—
are stnving to obtain the recogmition as Workd Heritage grant-
od by the UNESCO for the city of San Miguel de Allende and
the Sanctuary of Jestis Nazareno of Atotoniko, in the state of
Guanyjuato,

I praise this initiative as | know that the citizens of these
two communities have always worked with great enthusiasm for
the preservation of their archeological, historic and artistic her-
itage. These people are Mexicans proud of their heritage, result
of the historic process that tums that outstanding city and its
spintual retreat sanctuary not only into the cradle of a cultural
miscegenation but also an indisputable bulwark of the inde-
pendent Mexico.

The publicity that this project has had and the consolida-
tion thereof, will alow Mexico to be positioned as a keader
nation in the pnvikged map of outstanding universal value
sites. Furthermore it will invite more tourism to our country
which inevitably will mean more and better employment for
Mexicans,

My administration acknowledges that cultural hentage is
an indispensable element in the quality of life and it is as well
an essential resource for the development of the country. As
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stated in the principies of the Conference of Stockbolm. when
refermnng to Cultaral Pobeies 1oe the Development. we ko
that sccesy and enjoyment of heritage i un inherent night of 3l
citizens. The above is the reason for our decision to create the
necessary conditions for the full enjpovment of those nights, with
the amm that every day more Mexicans and foreign visitoo have
the opportunity of knowing the histonc and cultaral asets of
Our Country.

In this same line of thought, the Mmnstry of Tounsm i
cureently Tostering the Program for the Extenvon of Nabe asf
Market, Colturnd Toursm 20072012 The rirpase of this pro-
gram is the tourst consolidation of cur culiurl sitex, spevially
the 27 sdtex that have already been doclared as World Heritage
by the Unised Nations Education, Science and Culture Orga-
nization, UNESCO. We hope that i the very near future the
ety of San Miguel de Allende and the Sanctuary are also part of
that list

I congrutulate all of the resdents of San Miguel for this
great cffon 10 make their city and sanctuary known throughoat
the workd and valued as 21 s an important part of our hentage,
You have afl the support of the federal government, & San
Miguel de Allende i always peesent in the spisit and heart of all
Mevicans
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PRESENTATION

Musch by beess written and divcussed about the mophiology snd the
soctal-histone dynamics of the wwn, either to anderline the planctary
impogtance of the phenomenon or 1o retrace the gudelines and
prove the vaciasions of the investiganion. 1t is the case of the famoos
essay of Max Weber about the pecolianty of the ozl chanscten of
the westom city in compartson with the others. And in this manner,
it can be pertectly understood that we have not been capable of offer-
mg a distinctve and articulsted answer leading ws o a coasensus, o
the wane e able with sudadity o open new rosds to new genetsl-
tzations. of else 10 give way to rodoctive and systematic mstances of an
shstract character: 2 western town and an castern town. and okl town,
i modern town, 4 proaductive town, 4 consumer KR,

No plan takes into consideration o reahity which reveals muances
and articulations whach are choser to our dasly woukl

The undy which based the file for the postulation of the
Frowxtive wwa of San Megeel amd the Samcanwry of Jssh Nazareno of
Atesonikv th be inclded im the Tist of World Heritage, implicd 2n
exhaustive, thorosgh and rigorous study of ths hatorye complex,
based on documentary Jocal, reponal and nationad hitone soarees of
Mexkco and Spain.

The study precriely anended w the peculianty and ongrmal chae
wcter of San Migoe! el Gearsle, & 3 town peotecting the Royal Inlund



Road, first Cultural Itinerary opened by the Spaniards in the interior
of the Amenican Continent, and s a town located in the center of the
complex web of the Mexican Bajplo.

In medicval Spain and that of the Renaissance a town was that
which did not have a Lord and was governed by the King. It had the
privilege of sending procurators to the courts to negotiate the taxes to
be paid in Exchange for benefits. This was independent of the size.
Thus, Madnd. capital of Spain since 1561, was not a city but a town.

Onginally this also applied to the Spanish viceroyalties, but the
way of government quickly changed. Therefore the mayoralty of San
Miguel ¢l Grande, which coukd only exercise justice, lster acquared the
government and admanastrative powers to collect taves, & well 25 10 be
in charge of the army, the planning and conservation of public works
and the control of other activities.

The changes and transformations of the concept of a European
town were changed and enriched in the New World, not only because
of the contributions of the large urban groups of Aztecs, Mayas and
Incas, among others, but also because the imitial mission taken on by
Spain and Portugal in Amenca duning three centunies was incompara-
ble. Between 1492 and 1809, the Spanish Crown founded appeou-
mately 970 human setthements between towns, villas and cities all
along the continent.

Although it is true that the foundation of a town could not be
done by just anyone and was regulated by the Royal Ordinances, who
could suggest one only formal pattern in its design, the weight of the
cultural factors and the immensity of the Amencan terntonies as well
as its temitonal wealth modeled a great vanety of towns that ¢ven
today have not been fully studied.

It is proceely in the view of Weber that we feel 2t & necessary to
reveal overtones and articulations in reference (o the typologacal diverss-
ty of the Amencan town, 5o as not to risk falling into generalizations
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which are contrary to the values of authenticity and integnty of the
urban whole,

San Miguel de Allende repeesents an extraordinary example of a
New Hispanic settlement, where the “mestizo” soul of Mexico, which
15 a paradigm of cultural diversity, so current in the philosophy of
UNESCO and implicit in the town and in the rest of the country was
forged. One of the most important independence movements of
Spanash Amenca was planned in this town, which also allowed its
urban evolution with its society, buikling a brndge of continuity
between its histonic heritage, dasly life and its current use.

Francisco Javier Lopez Morales
DIRECTOR DE PATRIMONIO MUNDIAL/INAH (MEXICO)
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SAN MIGUEL EL GRANDE,
ILLUSTRATED CREOLE TOWN

1
SAN MIGUEL, CREOLE TOWN

The Bapo was » aone where the creation and sccumulation of wealth
aimubated the urban developement with special characteristics, differ-
emt from those of the New Spast. The regromal wrbanization of the
182 Century was diffornt from the rest of the temitory of the New
Spain: whele 10 the fint ones cities, villas and towm were built, o
other pasts the Increase tn population was due 1o ranching commun)-
ties. !

The urban lowland fearures, based anctly on plans, drswings,
rectifinedd and revtangular skesches, much like o chess board, were
made up of

Wk, gl olan, sy aod Rappy e, e
ity of the buidings ave bow, with extersee walb
mcatl fimed. with wide imterior S wvke pation,
and coeradors with fige colamns and fower poss_*

| L Gomestes, “Clodsdo ¥ vilss &t Bago™ in Rela'ons No. 4, wil. L Zssoces.
2 Clodegis de Michoocdn, satam 1950, . 103,
SRt po14
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The main plazas were also large and surrounded by

many temples standing out from the whoke becanse
of their fresh and high wall and roofs, their enor-
moes domes and high, thin towen; there were con-
veats and good bomes towards the centre of the town
and adobe huts with sad faces towardk the outskirs

Therefore, the urban type of the towns had the following charactens-
tics:

1. The foundation of most of them was not merely Juxtaposi-
tion over previous urban settlements like it happened in the
Mexican Mesoamerica.

2. Different from most of Mexico which used Pre Hispanic
names, its toponymy was of Hispanic origin.

3. It was an outstanding cxpenimental camp for political,
administrative and economic readpustment of the policies
undertaken by Charles 11,

4. It was an example of the convent life which followed the
apostolic or missionary life of the first vice royal century.

5. In the 18'™ Century this region promoted the pragmatism
and rationalism of the illustrated current.

6. It formed a leadership which fought baroque art and,
scarching for a regional identity, it firmly established the
neo classic style in architecture and applied ants ¥

¥ i
& Luis Goedlez, i, pp. 110.and 111,
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As 10 its academic development, while most of the country remained
distant, the Bajio showed 2 strong educational impulse, product of the
wealth generated from the 16% Century: the rich land owners gave
thar support, under the rectory of the Franciscan order, 1o the cre-
ation of schools in the most important towns along the roads from
Mexico City to Guadalajara: on their part the Jesuits opened several
higher oducation institutions in Guadakijara, Guanajuato, Ledn,
Celaya, Valladolid and Querétaro; the Augustinians opened one in
Salamanca and a school for girks in Irapuato, & well as the seminanies
in Guadalajara, Valladolxd and Querétaro, and what is today the Uni-
versity of Guadalajara (1791).%

Between 1767 and 1821 this vast region was the stage and heart
of a cultural change which led to the formation of new illustrated socio
cultural groups, product of the avant garde education of institutions
such as the School of San Francisco de Sales in San Miguel el Grande,
opened by the Congregation of the Oratory of San Felipe Nen.

The document which approved the foundation of the
Congregation was granted by the Spanish Crown in 1720, as well as
the papal approval in 1727 by Pope Benedsct X111, With the permus-
sion, the prests could give classes to children and adults in different
subjects, with the privilege that those who studied there could gradu-
ate from the University of Mexxo,

An excellent body of scholarly priests placed the School of San
Francisco de Sales, duning the first half of the 18th Century, song
with similar institutions such as the Jesuits, offering a wide range of
knowledge through notes, text and anthologies of the Latin classics:
Cicero, Ovid and Virgil as well as the Fathers of the Church. The
stdies in Philosophy and the courses in Arts, Logic, Physics and
Metaphyscs were also of great importance. The masters explained
their subjects by the syllogistic method and later the students

S Luis Goazdlez, i, p. 107,
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answered the questionnaires sither oeally of i witing, snd the sub.
pects weee discussed 1 free repetitions and pablic examanations at the
end of the counes,

The fame of “observance and literature” displayed by the Oratory
and the School of San Franceco de Sales sitracted the attention of the
priest {room Zamora, Michoacin, Father Juan Benito Diax de Gamarra
v Dinalos, who began giving philosophy classes in thas institistion in
1764, ehevating its scademic Sevel through the publication of bis work
Elerrentis Recentnorn Phfoopheae m 1774, a compulwry text m the
Unsversity of Mexico as well as i the School of San Francisco de Sales.
This course in philoophy for sniverity siudents whach defended 1he
priecipes of Cartesan rationalisen,® kept (he students updated i the
newest tendences of European philosophy, bunnhing Anstotle from
the clsssmons,

As the main figure in the firg Meaxcan Nlustration, Diaz de
Ciamama shoudd be recopnized & the fint Mevcan mteliectual who
stuchied abrosd 1o later reform the education of has native countey”.’
His writmgs. baroqque and illustrated, were the eesult of an extesordh-
nary macllectual and spantual vitality fosimd in San Migwed ol Grande
dunng the 18% Century, umigoe m the Bajio, therefore i can well be
comsidared v an egxmmental Wastrakxd  Ishoratary within the wade
crpanization of setlements, as 2 base for new wns,

h Bl Trbube, Ciomiz Mesxanaz, ot Asios, Mesico. Teston Dupetsos
Bdxmues, |90 1 89,1 Dawnl A Reacfineg, Sparatataliclad Mrmocae, pelitne el sas
Dy rencsaode GimiGca. Ao Sowno Disr e Gamaena (1351 7871 Mealco, Cene
tzo <z Etudion de Histora de Mérco (Coodecscr), 1993 Benito Diaz de Gamna.
e Docopony o U vlls de Son Merad o Grand | s skahde maret: Moo,
Amigos ded Mowen 2 San Megaed de Allende, AC, 199,

T Duvid A Bewling. op af . 1992







Urban Development

After the initial intents during the 16® Century to contain the attacks
of the groups whach originated in the Byjio (zacatecos, guachachiles
and guamares) Spanish policy concentrated more on the protection of
the main transportation artery of the silver, the Roval Inland Road,
and the formation of new settlements which would fulfill a triple mis-
L0

a) To establish potential defense centres,

a) To colonize “desolated™ spaces.

a) To provide resources and services (manpower) for the new
mining centres.*

It is within this foundational logic during the 17% and 18'® Centuries
that the ongins of the towns of San Miguel ¢l Grande, San Felape,
Celaya, Lagos and Ledn should be situated. And it is exactly in the
Hlustration Century in which the lowlind towns and cities acquire the
definate features whach characterize them.,

The town of San Miguel, founded and situated strategically to
peotect the Road of Salver, soon became the spinal column of the New
Hispanic economy, because gold and silver were transported through
this road; & well & the necessary peoviwons for the metallurgical pro-
duction of the precious metals: the equipment. rations and clothing
which made it possible 10 sustain the man mining cities such as
Zacatecas, Guanajuato and San Luis Potosi; as well as the distnbution
of the munitions to defend the towns and roads,

Allso, as a close “wet nurse” city on the route to the large mining
centres, San Miguel ¢l Grande served & a purveyance or agnicultural
and cattle feeding location for these (asade from Mexico City), there-

¥ Luis Goaudlez, op. cit., p 108.
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fore its urban development took place, thanks to the economic opu-
knce, with large spaces and an “hacienda” type archatecture rich in
distinction and dignity.

Both in the spontancous settlements as in the later “congregations”,
the indian towns gave prionty to the access and application of irmga-
tion systems that were incorporated as 2 base for production and sus-
tainment.? It is in this criteria that the two settlements of the town of
San Miguel of Chichimecas, first in 1542 close 10 the niver San Miguel
and later in 15481549, when it was moved to the place known as
Lrcumnapan, which occupied one of the slopes of the hill of Moc-
tezuma, a prvileged spot because it was the source of the spring of “El
Chorro” should be considered.'?

Its existence represents one of the first achievements in the tena-
clous missionary work camed out by the Franciscans in the northern
part of the New Spain, congregating pacified groups of indians
around a small complex made up of 2 modest mission, a hospital, a
school and a store.! However, threatened by the dangers of the bor-
der and constantly attacked by hostike groups during the first con-
frontations of the Chachimeca War, it was temporanly abandoned
between 1551 and 1554,

Some time afterwards the Spansh occupation took place, by an
order given by Luss de Velasco I (18th of December, 1555), which
gave instructions in reference o the foundation of 2 town of Spanaards

9 José Iignacio Urguiola, “Fundaciones de pueblos ¥ villas en o Bajio y foemacida de

slemas de usos de aguas” en Memoria dbl Comgroo Totermacional de Historsogralia

Guanguatene Guanajuato, Univeradad de Guanapusto, 2008, pp. |2

10 Dinid Charles Wright Carr, L congunta def bapo v kx orfoenes de Sam Migoed de

Allennde, Mexico, Fondo de Cultura Ecomdmica, 1999, pp. 42-43; Gracich Cruz Lé-

pee. S Migond ol Grande: of oxpinity de s Tierra Adentro (unpublished L 2006,
Bid
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i the site known as San Miguel, in the Province of Xeitepes., to pro-
gect the “road of the Zacateca”, encouragmg the populstion growth
at the northemn bonder and safeguunding other foundations. Acconting
to s “protector © ongin, the own was an emblematic site for the
Spanish outpost through the inhosprtable infand country, provihing
safery and peace for the traffic of persons mnd merchandie, as well 2
to the towns founded previowly i the same zone 12

The town hall of San Miguel, also founded in 1555.17 way pant
of & territory admmasterad by the Royad Audicney of Mexico, whik i
the ecchedawtic terrain it formed o part of the governiment and sdemin.
wiration of the Diocese of Michoacin, with its sear m the old Valls-
dobig 14

The town had 2 fint pansh church (with seriow construction
problems), sdministered by a sccular priest, vicar and chaplain. plos
three of four clergyien whoe lhved in the twwn and its hackendas: o
hospital and convent of San Frunaisco, assde from the hospital and
chapel {or induns of the “Limpia Concepeida”™ (Clean Conception).
It was admmnsstered by @ principal mayoe, two onduary mayors ekct-
ed every year, 3 mayor ol the Holy Brotherhood who worked m police
mutters, four aldermien, a second licutenant, a general depositary and
a court derk of the chapter ¥

At the end of the §7th Century the population grew. along with

20T Ry Ondrmantan ponn v doicsler meptmen ¥ podverne o) sopeetsnw cuepe
b B e e e Nowve Bpata v ok o Real Thitwess! Geoerad & ardiys o wr mgps
taf, Mesicn, Socrdad de Exalemnos & & Faoulnd & Ingessexta/LUINAM, 1976

Y Poter Govhuad, Cooprodie Haninia b o Nvovir Bgatte /8591821 Meuin, UNAM.
1984, pp. 243245,

WO Dand AL Bemlung, L Sl sedisds: of Ofopuad & Madondt Meaxo
Fondo de Culturs Feondemca, 1994, Oscmr Masin (e, £ Grae Michoxcss 73
wora, B Colegio & Michoacin, 1984,

13 Newberry Ly, Chicagn, Aver Coflection, Mamsscrgt 1106 A, L ¥ 43 v,y
Marript H100.C. 3 F 1311132 . (cined by Grasele Cruz Légee, il ), Davkl
Charles Wright Carr. it



its resources and the implementation of the needs of supplies, public
works and embellishment of the religious and cnal buildings, among
them the residences of the main Spanish famalies which were concen-
trated around the barracks square, the parish square and 1t the access-
¢s or exits of the town.

Its urban environment was not only organized according to what
was proposed in the kegislation for the foundation of Spanish cities
and towns, but also because of topographical conditions, the access to
natural resources (land and water), the geographical distribution of its
civil and religious powers, the kind of economic activities and the
hicrarchical structure of the town.

Between 1730 and 1760, just before the “first cientific Meucan
illustration”,'® the spaces of power and control of the town (the royal
or conastorial homes, the jal and the com exchange house) were
moved from the old location of La Soledad,!” to a site where a new
barracks square was designed, where the parsh church had been since
the 16™ Century, and which by the second half of the 18" Century
had already passed through several construction stages.

At the same time 2 the public buildings were bult, the famalies
who had acquired neighboring land built their new residences, living
there from the mid 18™ Century well into the 19% Century.

The charactenistics of the urban development of the town of San
Miguel ¢l Grande during the second half of the 18™ Century cannot
be concerved without making note of the layout of its streets and

1 Edias Trabulse, Hadoria de ks cioncia en Méuion, volume 1, Mexico, ConxcytFondo
de Cultura Econdmica, 1983, p. 72.

17 Area which scems %0 have been occupied from the moment of its foundation
between 1555 and 1560, until the decades of 1730 and 1760, when the comstruc-
tioa project of the new buikdings which currently form City Hall was carmied cut.
Luis Felipe Nacto Gamifio, “Palacio municipal de San Miguel de Allende™ in Arturo
Mirands Moatero (coedinator), La Ruta de Lo plata. Guanajuato, Presidencia Mu-
micipal, 2000, p. 341.



buildings, linked to the operation of the piping system which sup-
plied the town with potable water; the presence of the districts is alwo
important, some of them founded since the 16 Century in places
close 1o downtown or on the outskirts, strategically Jocated near
springs, lanes, roads, bnidges, markets, hospitals, textile factories or
religious buildings.'®

The Bajio was also known because nowhere else in the New Spain
did the “racial wall fal so fast™%, therefore in San Miguel all the dif-
ferent social, cultural and ethnic groups “mixed and became a relative-
ly hanggmu population: the “mestizo” by excellence of the New
Spain”.

The cultura miscegenation did not limit itself only to the biokog-
xal “mestizos”, but included “forms of integration of thoughts and
cultures which were 2 genuine expression of an American synthesis™ 2!
It wasn® just a “plain accumulation of strange manifestations, “(but in
fact a real and conscions) integration of proposals along with the
process of thoughts and sensitivities™.2? which resulted in innovative
art and architecture.

It is thus that in only one town one can find art, culture, econ-
omy. and society, everything in a melting pot which generates not
only an outstanding town but also political restlessness, The inhabi-

1% In the case of the districts of E] Chorro, Guadiana, San ki de Dios, Cabvario,
Ladniliera, Pudo del Cuarto, Camnicerda, Sal 4 puedes. Tecolote, San Nacolis, Op de
Agua, El Palmar, Menquital, Pocblito, Nuestra Sefioea de Loreto, Valle del Maiz, Ce-
mito, San Antomso de la Casa Colorada, El Carrocero, Obeaje, and Temerfa, among
othens.

19 Luis Gomurdlez, op. cat., p. 106,

) Rosalia Aguilar, “De ks Colonia al sigho XIX™ in Luis Felipe Nicto (et al). Sa
Miguel de Alleade. Gla &l vistante, Mexico, PC Editorial, 1993, p. 36.

*! Ramde Gutiérrez, “Asquitectura y urbanismo, sighes XV1.XVIII™ in Ramén Ge-
térrez amd  Rodngo Gutaérrez Viduales, Havoraa del arte ibervaseriamo, Baroclon,
Lunwerg Editores, 2000, p. 33,

2 pid. p. 33,



tants of San Miguel wre different “Trom those of other creole tvans
and citio. ™2

To this ponormma one st add the nch el and coclessatic
scchtectural univene, formed by hospatals, cometenes, i, pubbe
plazas amd markets, as well as the pantsh church, the houses pertain-
g 10 the charch, the Royal Customs House, the Hospetal of Il
of the “Limpia Concepeidn”, the convent of San Antonk anid chusrch
of San Francico, the Congregation and temple of the Oratory of San
Felipe Nen, the “Santa Casa de Loveto”, “Nuesira Sciior de la Sadod”,
the convent of Santa At the convent of Sants Rona de Lima, and the
“Samta Escucla de Crnsto”, among others.

In 3 umique painting kept m the sacristy of the Sanctuary of Jean
Nuzarene of Attomiboo, paimted by Migoel Antomso Mastinez de
Ncmangre, we can e 4 landsgape of San Migued of the second half of
the 18 Century, where one can seo i detail some of the msin streess
and Limes. These Lot conniected o Lasger roads, which allowed comma-
mcatson with the neighbormg junsdictions, the routes of commescial
exchange, as well as those spenitual ates sch as the Sanctuary tself.

The truth o that the desspn and the comtant e of the roads, as
well as of the seven muin entrances and exits of the town of San
Miguel o Grande were ot ondy becatse of polstical snd economic
srotegies. bat also due to the spiritaal needs of the town: 4

1.- The first to the Eavt nest 1o the Chapel of Loseto (today
the chuech of 13 Erveta), entrance or cut (o the Roval
Road to Mevico City

201 Hords Forro de b Soen, O 1 cindiadly anste st svrcadns al stude
b Sonr Mgt e Aok, GRo,, Criamsjaste. Unnonalad de GomsafuatoSTIVTOMES.
2000

A The main eoarmon =) etity of e town of San Miguel of Grande are Juted,
aconfing Wothe et sed wngingd nanes which mr notid Iy Ihe e o
Axaangr.

2t
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2.- The roxd from Alcocer to Mexico City.

3.- The Road of the Tecolote, which connected with the road
1o San Luis de ka Paz and Xichi.

4.- The road from the Obraje to Agua de Espinosa.

5.« The road 1o Atotonilco, facing West,

6.- Road of the “cars and coaches™, to the city of Santa Fe and
Real de Minas of Guanajuato,

7.- Road from the Obraje to Chamacuero, amving to the city
of the Holy Conception of Celaya,

Martin de Elzacoechea, bishop of the diocese of Valladolsd, in a dep-
asition of the middle of the 18" Century, shows the importance of
the geographic sitwation of the town, immersed i the commeraal,
social and political dynamics of the region:

...the town of San Miguel ¢l Grande & in the
heart of the diocese known & Chrchimecs... 1 5
the most popalated, with many Spaniards and an
acredited and good sized commerce. . it ks the
throat through which the fruns transit on their
way to the infand. . >

I
HLLUSTRATED TOWN

What makes up the aus of the historic body of the town, inheritance
of its original design, has a longitudinal appearance with a tendency
towards a regular and orthogonal plan marked by the road stself 1o be
protected when it becomes the main street (Mesones), arriving at the

35 AGL Mexico, Exp. 1061, £ 223, f - 226 . (document Jocated by Gracicls Craz
Lépez).



Plaza de la Soledad, which during the 16' and 17" Centuries was the
mast important public space of the town, as it was formed by the royal
or consistonal homes, the jail, the com exchange house, & well as the
religrous buiklings such as the archatectural whole of the Con-
gregation of the School de San Francisco de Sales and last, the impos-
ing Roval Convent of the Immaculate Conception, a San Miguel
foundation.2®

Thaus, the road entered between the streams of the Atascadero
and the Cafiada (passing relatively close to the Laja River) making a
shight turn over the two sopes of the halls, following the natural geog-
raphy. Four streets were created kater which went from East to West:
Mesones, San Franceco-De la Canal, Correo-Umarin and Cuadran-
te-Hospicio-Pila Seca, streets which used the river bank coastruc-
tons,

With time, the urban framework began taking form with the
diveraity of merchandise and the religrous and civil typologies. Thas
was complemented by the open spaces, basically streets and public
plazas, sites to whach the society of San Miguel gave life with their reli-
pous commemorations, processions and every day hife which ook
place around the springs, fountains, plazas and gardens.

Thus, all ddong the 18* Century “which is the Mexican Colonial
Golden Age”, the architectural landscape of San Miguel, “slways har-
monious and noble, (acquires) a touch of anstocracy and a great ele-
gance, which other larger and more famous cities would like to
have™ 27

% Cf. Maria Concepeadn Amerlinck de Corsi and Manuel Ramos Medina, Coaven-
o de Mo, Fandacions en ¢f Méio virreinal, Meico, Grapo Condumex, 1995,
7 Francisco de la Mara, Saw Migoe/ de Alkendk, so bivtovia, un meosmentos, with
Pre-Hispanic appendin by Miguel ). Malo Zozya, Mexxo, Frente de Asrmacion
Hispanista, A.C.. 1972, p. 79.
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Reltpaons archerectune

I peneral, tse fonual architectoral developments whnch maded the
most impoctand rehgious constroctions of San Miguel were: the onida-
Lt bharoque. mspired in the New Spain by senior masters such as
Miguel Castodso Durdn, Dicgo de la Sierrs and Pedro de Amicta,
clearty shown in the nch fiat and geomsetric decorstion of the facale
of the church of the Oratory of San Felipe Nera, along with the con-
cave facade of the chapel of La Salud, with a ome fourth of & cucle
vault, with rifles, forming the upper past of the neche ™

The estpate barogue a5 seen i the Bajio, i "delinous m the dec-
artion™? of the impressive main fcade of the tempk of S0 Fran.
asoo, which has an antsstic affilisbon with works of Francesco de
Uredta, with insusative suppots—ettsemely long and thing-—accom-
panxed by important interestipstes which can also be seen in la Va-
fencrana, Cats and Rayas in Guanguato, a well & in the Parsh
Church of Lagos de Moreno, in Klisco. ™

In these busbdings. as well as in the Sanctuary of Atotondkoo, the
rigidity of Jts floors i My tmsin charsctenstic: front facades with recti-
lincal shafts-axs winch continee in the mierion, untid reaching the
altarpeeces of the far end of the mun altars. The lateral walh mark off
4 mass of space, definang dimensions end plamimetnc fimits a5 it all
was one sole i n itsed!, Surrousding these floon there e chapels
which do not affect the axis. but ennch them.

In the g of San Miguel, the large comvents (Franaxan, O

torun and Caonceptiopist), did not only respond to the pinual

MO8 Atberro Gemales W {gemend coondmatot ). Ftad o Guanguan (s
aoomsats il purmmeao cotured. [ moograiia Meuco, Secrctane de Destreolio
Db v Ecologia, 1985,

2 Jorpe Aierto Manngue, *Del harroco « s ustracida” en Jiavis Geaoral e ME-
b, yoheme |, third edition. Mesioo, E) Colege de Méiin, 1940, p. 707,

0 Elua Vagstugo, Mévkn Rurnwn vids y arte. Mevico, Salval, 1993, p. 101

R}



ideals, but also to economic, social and cultural requirements, at the
same ume inspining the urban development of the old town, In these
large buildings with little vanation in the proportion of the spaces in
relation to other examples in the country, the architectural and deco-
rative clements, concentrated in facades, towers, domes, altarpieces
and other mtenior elements, are what enrich the religious architecture
of the town.

The Royal Convent of the Holy Conception, original work of the
master in architecture Francisco Martinez Gudifio, was progected with
a temple with a Latin cross, but several vicesatudes peevented the full
completion of the onginal project. The outstanding dome was built
by the master quarry stone builder, Ceferino Gutiérrez in 1891, Is
access has always been through its double doors and it used to prowd-
by show many gilded altarpeeces in its interior—now there is only the
collateral from 1805 which is kept in the lower chorus, placed in the
mtenioe of the drum of one of the arches whach supports the dome,
substituted in the 19 Century by stone altars as artistic works of the
painters of the New Spain, Juan Rodriguez Juirez and Miguel Ca-
brera, Its regal cloister has been occupied snce 1962 by the cultural
centre Ignacio Ramirez, El Nigromante, of the National Institute of
Fine Arts, keeping in its interior as an artistic monument of the 208
Century, the mural

Vida v Obea &l Generadbunw  Ignacio de Allende (The Life and
works of the General Ignacio de Allende, 1949) of David Alfaro Si-
queiros,

An outstanding chapel s the one of Loreto in the Ovatory
Church, of 1735, founded by the patron Don Tomds de 1a Cand. A
simalar replica of the one of San Francisco Javier in Tepotzotlén, it is
unaque because of its four large salomonic columns in the front; the

M Joaquin Bérchez, Anguitectara mevians de b sighs XVIT y XVIIL forewoed by
Rene Tayboe. Mexico, Geupo Azabache, 1992 p. 172,
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pictonc omamentation alluding to the virgin who i the tithcholder in
the interior faces of the domes; the four splendsd altarpicces dedicat-
od to Suint Joacham, Saint Ann, Sant John Nepomucemo and Sant
Catherine of Alexandna: and in the tiered volume of the domes and
lanterns, according to the sllustrations of the Disgny J Architettura
Civik of Guarino Guarini, printed in 1686 and put in practice buy
Custodio Durén and De la Sierra at the beginning  of the 18t
Century.?!

The current main plaza was first planned from East to West, as
the old Panish Church (today chapel of San Rafacl or Santa Escucla de
Crto) was onented this way. The second, built by the architect
Marcos Antonio Sobranias in the 17 Century, was oriented from
North to South therefore the main part of the town was substantially
maodified.** As in all the Viceroyalty, the rule that says that all the reli-
gious spaces were the most important in the urban history of the
country was confirmed. Its qualities of space always “determined a
social and cultural behavior and, therefore, that of a peculiar cvil
architecture of the cities (themselves)” ¥

Civil architecture

As to the large lordly mansions, these emerged in San Miguel, 2 in a
great part of the country, during the last third part of the 18 Cen-
tury, as a result of the desire on the past of the creoles to “live in bet-
ter conditions and to stand out within the social and economic clite”.
Those creoks who were able 1o occupy important places in the
Mexkan anstocracy enniched the urban image of San Miguel with

32 Luis Felipe Nicto Gamiflo, Hisdoria de cuatro momamentes rekvants o ke plaza
iocipal de Sam Miguel de Allendk (unpublished), 1992,

¥ Carlos Chanfn Olmos (condinator), Mivoria de Le arguitectara y of srfaniomo

merxcans. Volwmen I, of persodo varreanal. Toemo N, ka convolidacion &e L2 vida varmer-

mal Mexico, UNAM, 2001, p. 371
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palatial residences. of an architecture comesponding to the last be-
roqque stage, of “grest formal wealth”, comcsding m the bt yeans of the
century “with the tmplantation of a new ivo clasic style.™

Following the arban faws of the 18 Century, the houses with
two stones (and an entresol ) are mostly found around the main plaza,
some with poetals i the finst flooe, the rest have only ane floor with
patios with porticos only leading to the street, sutstanding because of
the sobricty of its architecture with st terraced 1oof over beams, ¥

Diffcrent from the refigroas buildimgs of the town, the cvil struc-
tures have a predommant process during the secoad hall of the 18
Cemtury, which s the dissolutson of the decorative basic architectural
struciure (disolving baroqoe), sccompamed by 8 new search tor
styles. retuming o the wse of traditional supports such as the neoclas-
i, "the last cand of the Mexian harogue (and and the New Hispanic
project o life™ '

The comugation of the mathematical thinking with the creole
conscience produced peculiar sccidents in the architectural geometry.
in which the modern unage and  recliuming tendency of the cultur-
al and artistic paa were reconciled.

Important examples can be found m the howses of the town, with
spectal ensphiasis In elements of the facadies such as the halcomies. The
most outstanding work is that of the home of Don Tomds de Ia Canal,
attributed by some Bwvestigators to a foreign architect, wnd that in part
s more outstanding that some models of the capital of the New Spain.

M Viceoms Model, “Mésxo | 75850 i Franaeo de Sobioo (ot dirccton)

y Masia Lunss Crrrilion (generad cordimator), Fatns wefans & Svenscrica. T

142 Lacsudwd dhutrante. analnn ropsvasds /7500850 Madnd, Totimooso. 1992
. M)

Joege Aarmo Mamngue, “V sreeimso de la Noeva Bapaia” i Franceco &e Soboo,
. Toeee 1t 2 La vovdad Aarpoca awdivo srgivesaies 15797 752 Madnd, Teviaoo
ma, |9, p. 202
M Boege Atonto Manngue, Al 1981, p 710
7 foauin Bérther. dnt. 1992, p 113,
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A transition between the baroque and the neo classic (French
classism), its construction takes place after 1800, It has several deco-
rative and architectural clements which alternate internally and exter-
nally, converting it into a umque example in the region: spandrels of
the arches of the castern side: unique spalls which deck the window
frames; the omaments of the fnicze and the spandrels of the main
facade; the nchly decorated niche which shelters the Virgin of Loreto
and the spandrels of us niche, monumental columns; denticular cor-
nices; curved pediments and large glasses integrated to the window
frames; as well as simple pilasters of a colossal size,

But among the artistic languages that were used we must point
out the unique one of San Maguel; its formal repertosre can be seen in
the unique way of closing the spaces of the lower floor, with segmen-
tal arches, both in the interior and exterior of the buikding

These are unique in the constructions of the city and are to be
found in the home of don Juan Antonio de Umarin, known & “La
Casa de Jos Perros”™ (The House of the Dogs): as well as in the two
story home of don Juan de Lanzagorta, with its great patio and stair-
case; in the home of dofia Maria Antonsa Petra de Sautto y Jsuregus,
with its magnificent patio and sober fagade (13, San Francisco street).

As well the so called “Casa del Inquasidor™, in the third street of
Cuadrante, with a unique baroque decoration, built during the 18t
Century, and finished towards 1780, when it acquired those transto-
ry characteristics between baroque and illustration, and which can be
recognized both outside and mside; 2 nchly ormamented facade with
a magnificent work in carved quarry stone, crowning one by one the
bakomes, window and entrance with elaborate crests; the work in
forged iron which covers the windows, balconies and gives form to the

¥ ¢, Gustavo Curiel, "E! Palacio del Mayorargo De La Canal” in Clara Barpellini
(et &), Cr sedonials & Rasvo Naowooaf de Mévia, Meo, Fomento Cultunal
Basosex, AC. 1999,



beautiful knocker of the door: and two stonies built in small dimen-
sions, harmonized by a patio in the centre, with 2 decoration which
gives clegance and beauty to the whole.

Let us not forget the imposing house of don Juan de Moncada,
marquis of Jaral de Bermio, which closes Corregidora street; that of the
count of Casa de Loga with a coat of arms in its front; and finally the
sober house of don Domingo de Allende (1760), also in two levels
(today the historic museum of the National Institute of History and
Anthropology).

Property of one of the richest Spanidh famibies of the town—cradle
of a vast generation of creokes, among them Captain Ignacio de Allen-
de v Unzaga, initiator of the movement of Independence of Mewco—
it was founded in a strategic location. at the beginning of the old street
of the Hospital of Indians of the Clean Conception,

As corresponded to the opulence of its inhabitants and the artis-
tic style of the time, 2 two story quarry stone mansion was built which
gives elegance to the architectural whole; the intenor patio s formed
by two imposing dances of arches; its fagade is asymmetne: with an
entrance framed by neo clasic clements, which adom windows and
balconies, guarded by the sober forges of the 18 Century.

All these clements, including the diversaty of tendencies of styles
and architectural solutions with barogue and illustrated languages,
make the architecture of San Miguel unigue compared to other town
of the Royal Inland Road. such as those close to Querctaro, Guana-
juato and Zacatecas.

¥ Luis Phelipe Neri de Alfaro, “Descripeién del Sastuario de Atotoniko, cercano
a la Villa de San Migocl o Grande, 17667 (ACM, 18th Century, bos 113, exp. 66),
in Jooé de Santiago Sibva, Artoarko, Alaro ¥ Rvaangre. Apdadice dcumental, Gua-
naguato, Edcones La Rana, 2004, p. 79.
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SANCTUARY OF 155US NAZARENO OF ATOTONILCO

The Senctuary, foamded by the venorable Father Luns Refipe Nen de
Alfaro, was begun on "the 3rd of May of the year 1740 It was com-
phted, blewed und dodacated, with Boense from the Tikistnous Doctor
Dyt Matin e Elizacoeches on the 19 of July, 1748 " Ity kxated
fourteen kidometen from Sun Miguel de Allenxie, 0a the way 10 Dojores
Hidalgo, anid st o a notable sl ensgroatic exanmple of the barcyue archa-
tecture of the 183%™ Century in the New Spam, becaiee of its “singular
and mtense passonist mysticm, s well as ity pictone baroque decon-
tion st the mystic poetry imined with the plastic figures 40

In a Mswek Decnpron close o 1860, an monymons suthor
pomts oue that of all the seligious batildings which picty known with the

s of saw tsearres, hcated dn the dhovese of Micino
iy, mone b cafiad the artesvion of e Chestian
traseder ke thss oo of Jses Nazarene of Atotoniion,
o and 3 half keagoes iy the tmvp of Sar Magoed
de Al ][ the wonhapper wall of coune fixt
fimsidde Jo ool very segulated Kabenatnon . amd in tie
fied where & & stieed, muamy plaes unlar B
thae i the Hidy City of Aeralor !

This reference 1o the Holy City i not by chance, Father Alfaro ham-
selfl had the intention in buslding the Sanctuury, infused not only with
the peecepts of the Count! of Trent snd the Counler-Reformation,
but gso with the works of the first evangelists of the New Spam, the
mont ambitions of utopiac to mmplant 2 perfect Chnstian society in
M P Virgsdugo, 1.3 obra de setr coma il de b experiencls mivis s A

» Minca & Aaretos, Mesico, UNAMCunsadtaDDE. 1994, p 125,
4 ot s Semtiagn Svie, AL, 2004, . 148 149
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the new Citr of Gind, referred 10 by Sunt Jobn (in his apocalyptic
vision ) and Sant Augusting.

In the doctrine and construction programs of the Sanctuary—us
tappened in the 16" Cemury with the mendecam buildings (Fran-
cscans, Dowmintcans and Augustinians )— the messhutte comcepts of
the bible arca wete portrayedd, with the xdea of secing in the ladsapes
of San Migudt the evact place to found the pew deranadksr and the ol
Church in kinds of the New World,

The cagernes to find 2 smlanty between Atotomiko and the
ocdestial Jerusalem were rovealed by Neri e Alfaro hamelf to the besh-
op Don Pedro Amscimo Sanchez de Tagle, i 3 letter of 1870

v et | sy that thes Sanctuary of Ases Narareoe
canie to b by divine honeft, without b andis-
try, a vy copy in e distribation of it Chagpeh,
land and distanse from the towm. sendlar o that of
the Town of Jenmalern, acconling v the Reverend
Father Antonso ded Castillo and Don Redro Draran,
tor therr hooks The devted prignim and  Pifgrunage
of the st of God, froen whers mere taken the Larpe
roy which ane peanted 1 o i the sacristy of thiy
Sarxtuary, 3od oaly miwing & complote thee one £
the Chape! of Cirdvary, st onls @ stones throw away
B a bl wiorselar 00 Mosrst Calean ©

Ansd hast, in ES83, taking on the idexs of the friar from San Miguel,
Jestis E. Aguirre does a plan of the temple and retreat howse, in whach
he inclades the falloming comment.

42 CF, Mignet Anget Fernioder. La dwwalio fdisna Liv commmss Jortabez avers
sanen df ughe IV Menco, Sesarfit Cartda y Papol de Méviow, 1992, p 20

A A0t TR Commry, S S5, e 154, i Joud de Santhage Silva, af p 45 e
“magn” are reaily the ouf pantings of Matines Pocsangre socstioncd pooviossly
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L the Jaend andd Samctusey ane ey vl & the
Holy Place W krwakem, where Chot Ovr Lo
walked vech a8 fernho, Colarnaum, Narareth sl
Bethlehem, spocially the Hill of Ojo de Az 6 ey
stmuler b0 Mount Cahary where Chent var K
dind. . W

The monumentad whole is made up of the temple dedicated to Jean
Nazarene, which began its construction, = we saw before, on the 3nd
af May. 1740; the Camaorin of ksus Nazarcoe and the okl Sacmty
(xpaces fiushed (0 1748, to the %t are the chapels of Betltichem ansd
the Holy Sepulchre (conchuded on the 18ih of March. 1763 ). those of
the Santa Caw de Loreto and its camann, Owr Lady of the Rosiry and
camanin (1766); & well & the Cabvary (fmadied after the death of the
friar 10 1776); aside feom the Retreat House

In tact we are before the largest speritual retreat howse of the
world, where even today they use the excrcises written by Sant Ig-
nacio de Lovola, with “sMaro™ alterations, becavse we mast reinforce
that the Onatorman priest exaggerated the public demonstration of his
virtues, and emphasized the peniteace und severe pumidhmenty
fmplicd in the Spirtual Excrovses ¥

The deepest and mnt vital resons for the relipions an found in
the Sanctuary of Jesus Nazarone were o provoke m the faithiul who
went to the spiritual tetreaty the desire (o feel the divine presence,
woonting to what was cstablished by the Catholic Reform of that
teme. Thus, the snnumecrable pictornl works found in the Senctuary

W p 128 »
¥5 1. Snaguin Bércher. Mo, 1992, Sorpe . Herninder. Ly wdndad def wlowia Afh-
oty ool wstiarm o Addaion, Mesico, Uprersidad de Guasspsatodiund ie
Culturs Econdamcs, 1991, Jow de Santiago Siha, oy cal, 2004
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were an important support for life in the faith through conversion,
penitence, the Eucharist and mystical experience. ¥

In accordance with the doctrinal plan, the intenor of the archi-
tectural whole is nchly decorated, combining the mural works of
Martinez de Pocasangre with the mystic verses wnitten by Father Nen
himself, such as the following convincing one of the Final Judgment,
Jocated in one of the entrance doors of the temple

Tha mouth, which threatens you hornibly,
smvagely and voracsonly

even o it eats more and more,

W i never satnfied:

It takes advantage of your Rar,

Because o it could

 would submerge the whok world

and bury everyone in Heaven,

In this extraondinary sacred enclosure, plethoric in scenes of the
Passion, including sculptures and canvas paintings of recognized artists
of the New Spain such as Nicolis Rodriguez Judrez, there are also two
precious thematic cycles dedicated to the spintual symbolism and cult
of the Divine Heart of Jesus of Martinez de Pocasangre hamself,

The pectorial series, located in the panels of the entrance, based
on the engravings of Boecwo de Bolswert, included in the book of
Benedictus van Haeften Schola Condis sive anverss' @ Do cordlis ad eum-
dem reduc-tio, et imstrctio (1663), is the tangble result of the allegonic
and emblematic mentality of the 18% Century, established by the
Jesuats in Amenca: its spanituality 1 to be found with extraordinary
intensity in San Miguel ¢l Grande and its Retreat House 47

% CF. Gilles Chazal, “Arte y mistica del bamoco” i Aree y Minica def harmoon, 1994,

'?N&Smmp&hn. it 2004, pp. 147-160 and 491

4



The histoni, social and artistic relation of the Sanctuary with the
town of San Miguel 1 more than evndent and indrsoluble especially in
the spintual plane, thanks to the intense doctninal labor of Father Neni
de Alfaro, as his sparitual project

wis emblematically reached with the foundation of
the Sanctuary of Atotoniko, its ongins in San Mi-
guel and its historsc population *$

The rationality and dimensions of this spinitual undertaking can only
be understood by analyzing

the validity they have had through the years: the
foundation of congregations, the religiows practice
and the processiona circants inherited by Lus Felipe
Neri de Allaro, whch tphtly and frguratively join
the town of San Miguel de Allende with

the Sanctuary of Aweoniko 9

v
OLD FORMS WITH A NEW MEANING

Fnally, we can say that the religious and civil archatecture of San
Miguel de Allende and the Sanctuary of Jesus Nazarene of Atotoniko,
as well as their artistic clements, were basically conservative & to the
placement of spaces and with very obvious common denominators.
However, little by httle they became unigue in the environment of the
New Spain by adding special European artistic and architectural con-
cepts, adeas and modes, but with local charactenstics based on their
5 Graciela Cruz Lipez, "San Migoe! of Grande y ¢l Santwario de Jestis Nazareno de
mw (unpublished), San Miguel de Alkende, 2008
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own formal “vonicious wsd rationad” vocabulury”, % which allowed
them freedom from woem oul reeouries and artifices.

Confusimg woeks for those who wish (o see them and restngt
them to the European modeh snd styles; duning #ts formaton penod
the sesthetic and urban Lgusge of San Miguel sulfered o logical and
“chear depuration process” and 2 singulanty whach aflowed the repe-
tion of old forrmles and models, mcorporating base pancples of 1t
own identity *!

A delayed formaon penod in which the archutectural and arms-
tie gunlelsnes of the Counter Reform snd the Ape of Enlightermment
were pot into peactice, but mamdy they weee redome grvmg way abo,
o well i m the acaden fiekd, o & first Mewsan stistic and srchi
tectura) lustration which, in the town of San Miguel and in the
Sanctuary had a fortunate experimentation fickd which gave anew and
very spectal aesthetic language.

To conciude, we must make clesr that San Migucl de Allepde and
the Sanctuary of Jesws Navasene of Atotonsico are today two of the
best preserved monumental and urban sites of this type of towns
which forme through the sears their wen Mentity, peoduct of the
posstion which was histooally conferred on them becaase of thar
strategic geographic point, and becase they were made up of a pop-
ulation group which. & time went on, formed the thinking and crado
ol a3 unsqoe creode WCKty

Unigue population which even today Bas kept 1s vitd cwltural
presence m ceremonial iy and feaivitics, 3¢ well au in the conserva-
tion of its nich and vt cullural, tangible and non tangible inhertance.

ML Marths Benmiades, “Fl ot 5 b promerss maséfestatones de U Ihe-
ecider en Nucva Espoda™ i daaks 64, Meuco, Ininoo de Ineesstgscionss Eud
U UNAM, 1993, pp 1136,

M Marls Concopeide Garets Sir, “Priscigion 3 petcew del ante oolosid ¢n Me-
tiet’, i Mo ordatied Madeid, Cag & Aborers (il Madteerineo/Muen ¢
Amderca/Mimitzre de Cultars, 1989, p. 29

ey






b ALY VLT RS e VA DL LT F s B M e e



- ——

‘Ban Wigor! de Alverde

L0 O s ooli 2 2o Poere






